
Dear AP English: Literature and Composition Student:  
 
I am so excited that you have chosen to take this class your senior year. Ap English: Literature and 
Composition will be both rigorous and enriching as you prepare to embark on the next steps of your 
academic endeavors. This class will lead to personal and academic growth, and I will help you be 
adequately prepared to take the AP Exam in May. I applaud you for taking on the challenges and 
adventures that await you in this class.  
 
In order to ensure that we are all starting with a similar experience, I am requiring you to read two 
major works over the summer. The first is How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. 
Foster. The second is Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Both of these works will be referenced 
throughout the year. You also need to read the poem “A Poison Tree” by William Wordsworth. 
Along with reading, there are a few things you need to do with the works before the first day.  
 
Part I: Annotations 
You need to annotate the novels as you read. Purchasing your books can be extremely beneficial, 
especially as we will be referring back to them over the course of the year. If you are checking out a 
copy of the books from the school or a library, please use sticky notes rather than writing in the 
books. The objective in annotating is to connect literature to what you already know and what you 
learn as you read.  
 

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor, by Thomas C. Foster, should be read first. As you 
annotate this text, you need to be able to relate each chapter to several works that you have 
previously read. For example, chapter one deals with the quests of characters. You should 
be able to pull from freshman and sophomore English to fill in this chapter with notes on 
The Odyssey, The Iliad, To Kill a Mockingbird, Siddhartha, The Princess Bride, and others. This 
will show how well you understand what is being said and will help you review previously 
read works.  

 
2. Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley, is next on your reading list. This book raises many issues in 

the ethics of science and the morality of men. While I will not dictate how you choose to 
annotate this novel, I do require that you do annotate.  Ideas and strategies for how to 
annotate can be found at the link below. 

http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm 
 
Part II: Connections and Responses 
This part of the assignment requires you to engage in writing about how the two works relate to 
one another. This must be typed and printed to turn in for credit. You also need to save an 
electronic copy to upload.  

1. You will choose six chapters from Foster’s book to relate to Frankenstein. What chapters 
best relate to the novel? What are the repeated patterns and motifs in the work. Be sure that 
these connections are well thought out and are your own thoughts.  You will need to use 
direct quotations from each book with cited page numbers.  These connections should be 
between three to five sentences each. An example is given below to illustrate the 
expectations for this section of the assignment. 

 
 
 

http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm


Example from Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen: 
1. Chapter 24: ...And Rarely Just Illness 

“Well, my dear,” said Mr. Bennet, when Elizabeth had read the note aloud, “if your daughter should 
have a dangerous fit of illness, if she should die, it would be a comfort to know that it was all in the 

pursuit of Mr. Bingley, and under your orders” (Austen 29). 
 
This quote is connected to Chapter 24 in Foster’s book concerning illness. In this case, Jane Bennet 
has contracted a fever and is confined to the home of Mr. Bingley. As Foster says, “[O]ften . . . the 
most effective illness is one the writer makes up” (Foster 224). In this case, “a fever” serves Austen’s 
purpose of placing Jane in Bingley’s home for an extended period without actually putting her 
character in any serious danger. Jane’s illness also gives her sister, Elizabeth, ample opportunity to 
stay in the company of Bingley, his two sisters and Mr. Darcy. Without a doubt, Jane’s illness “works 
like a charm” as a device for moving the plot of the novel forward and giving the characters a valid 
reason to interact with each other for a prolonged, unspecified time (Foster 224). 
 
Part III: Poetry 
Read the poem “A Poison Tree” by William Blake and annotate it for how it relates to Frankenstein 
and for literary devices. To do this you will need to print a copy of the poem.  It can be found easily 
on line or at the link below.  

https://poemsofthefantastic.com/a-poison-tree/ 
 
Part IV: Turn in your work 
You will turn in your work on the first day of school to me. No exceptions will be made. You will 
turn both books with annotations, the poem with annotations and the written assignment for credit. 
You will also be asked to upload your writing to turnitin.com once class begins. There may be other 
assignments given in class related to both books and the poem.  
 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to email me at mswooten@wsfcs.k12.nc.us. 
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